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This float loaded down with fresh fruits and vegelables was  ox, took home first prize. The floal is seen here passing by
the hit of the July 4th, 1926 parade sponsored by the Luvera's Market at Seventh and Commercial,

Chamber of Commearce. The owner, with an assist from his

Luvera looks back at young Anacortes

Hy PALUL LUVEHA SH.
Guest Writer

Mﬁ father Micols and I were
wirking in 1918 for the Interna-
tional Coal and Coke Co, in Cole-
man, Alberta, Canada, a mining
lown of about 1,008 people.

My brother, Salvatore, wasz a
salvation Army offlicer inm Ana-
rortes, and when he hesrd we
were o move Lo Vancouver B.C.,,
he said “why Vaneouver, come (o
Anaceries — it's beaotiful here, in
pite of some rain., I8 like south-
s Calabria in Haly, and locking
st Guemes Tsland, it lke seeing
Siily."”

We took the Canadian Pacific
rain to Burlington, then a steam
nping with three small passenger
ars o Anscortes. There must
wve been 30 of ws op the train,

When we arrived, there was a
rowd waiting, 1 asked someone
‘are these  people leaving
inacories?

“Oh, ne,” he zaid. " Almost the
ame crowd always poes down to
surlizs Wharf to watch the arrival
i the Rulshan From  Seatile
hat's one of their
niertainments! "

I was told the Depol had been
uilt Tour years before. It lonked
o new and elegant, wonderful
noking desipns of red brick all
round, and inside, & hip pot-
ellied stove, wilh beoches gl
round — and large rest rooms,
lean, with tollets and washbowls,

Mo wonder T was go pleasantly
surprised. Coleman bad a bemear,
which was the train depoti.

1 asked the Hekel apént (George
Hrebs) bow T would fimd 816 28th
5t. He told me to go to Commer-
cial, pick up the $-cenl. jitney, and
take it o 24th.

My parents and my sister, An-
tonitta, had eome here a couple of
manths before I arrived. Ana-
cortes secmed to me like Para-
dize, I left Coleman in three Foot
of snow, and arelvid here to zee
nice green  lawns, ~ flowers in
bloomn, and the most friendly peo-
ple I ever saw. | i°

1 waz 20 years ofd,/and decided
""this is where I'll 5r1:|enli the rest o
my daya!™ i

And with Ged's thelp, I am still
hare,

I remember meny things:

@ There was an armistice Pa-
rade down Commercial.  All
workers were excused and joined
the parade, heafled by a Eowe-
piece dance band (all that was
available), Father Truenctt gave
the vietory talk 'to the mob. It
sepmed there were thousands of
1=, somea with tears in our eyes. Tt
Was impressive.

o We had [our sawmills, aix
shingle mills, six salmon canner-
iea and two codfish plants, 2nd a
LePage glue Eactory that used the
figh tones.

e After church, people would

take a haskel full of goodies and |

head For the picnic groands, at the
foot of Cap Sante by the Depot.
The beach was shaped like & half-

maoon. Blapkeis were spread out

and families woubd visit, with the
children playing in the aballow
witer.. But the tesnsgers, and
those a bit older, hm? to have

‘more privacy, so they would take

their own basket and walk down
the raileoad track to Weaverling
Spit, & secluded, beautiful beach
it still is), T know T used to take
my pal friend there — that's
beiore 1 met my wife, Mary.

o In the Depression years, the
foot of Cap Sante was turned into
a ‘Hooverville,” also Enovm as
“Little Chicage.” Many shacks
were put togther, with materl-
al that could be found, ineluding
lumber stolen from sswmills, It
was bulldeesd in later wvears.
There were many unem fuyEuE:
they met at the Mooss Hall at 16th
and Commercial. At ome point,
many of the wremploved raided
the Ssfewav store ab Sixth and
Commereial. Aboul 3 hundred
men marched down Commereial,
three aliweast, The leaders yelled,
“Go  ahead boys, help vour-
selves,'" and they did. I was
curicns and went down to see
what was going on. One of the
leaders, who I knew well, =said
“aet back to your store, Faul, you
may be the pext vietim." The
leaders were arrested, and there
were no morg disturbances after

that.

@ From 1915 to 1929, we in
Anacories held the only July 4th
celebrations there were in Skagil
and Istand counties. They were
sponaored by 1be Chamber of

meree, Stores were decorat-
ed, and there wers canoe races on
Guemes Channel. Indian tribes
were invited fo compete, They
wonld be given $30 allowaneces for
food, and they would erect their
tepees becond Second and Third
an O Avenue. There was always a
big parade, with lots of floats.

e 1 don't suppose many (except
the old-timers] remember that we
anee had a bank hoeld-up in Ana-
cortes. The Citizen's Bank was
across the streel from our store at
Seventh and Commercidl. We had
aceordian-type deors op our store,
1 was trimming carrots one sum-
mer day, the doors wide open. I
heard revolver shots and started
towerds the bank, father
pulled me back: I later found out
that Joe Hagen, Eagle Ln-dEc
secrelary, was on his wa‘i- b make
# deposit when he was hit over the
head and knocked out by one of
two robbers. They scooped up all
the vizible cash and came out

ghooting.

There are peeple who =2
cortes  hasn't  changed,”™
wrong they are!

YOU BET YOUR LIFE IT HAS
CHAMGED — TOE THE

Hpria.
How

JBETTER!
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